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 Analysis of South Dakota 24-7 Sobriety program data.

Mountain Plains Evaluation, LLC.  
Mountain Plains Evaluation, LLC, 2007. 
 
Analysis of data routinely collected by South Dakota's 24/7 Sobriety project reveals that 
offenders test alcohol-free at 99% of the scheduled twice-daily tests intended to enforce 
abstinence via the threat of a bail violation leading to immediate brief imprisonment.

Original abstract The South Dakota 24/7 Sobriety programme requires repeat drink-
driving arrestees to submit to twice-daily (7–9am and 7–9pm) alcohol testing as a 
condition of bail. Failed tests constitute a violation of bail bond terms and are punishable 
by immediate 24-hour imprisonment; missed tests lead to an arrest warrant. The data 
included in this analysis was exported from the project's web-based management 
information system maintained by the Office of the Attorney General.

Data provided for analysis included all 1074 participants with a drink-driving offence 
collected via the system from inception of the programme through to the end of 
November 2006. About half the defendants had at least three drink-driving convictions. 
All were tested twice a day for on average 111 days. Testing results were available for 
1021 participants. They had showed up and completed 165,456 tests out of 166,222 
scheduled tests. Missed or 'No Showed' tests occurred 766 times of which 407 were 
excused leaving only 359 for which a documented excuse was not recorded. Therefore, 
participants are showing up and being tested or have excused missed tests for over 
99.8% of the scheduled tests.

Of the tests taken, participants passed (ie, were alcohol-free) 165,105 (99.3% of the 
scheduled tests) and failed 534. From a review of the records, it appears that when 
individuals fail and consequences are imposed, subsequent compliance increases. In 
summary, individuals are overwhelmingly showing up and being tested, and for 
individuals who do not show up or who blow a positive test, consequences are being 
imposed. Therefore one can conclude that the overall result of the programme is a 
reduction in drinking and driving among the participants.

http://findings.org.uk/count/downloads/download.php?file=Mountain_Plains_Evaluation_1.cab (1 of 2) [15/03/11 11:24:03]

https://findings.org.uk/index.php
https://findings.org.uk/index.php#signUp
http://apps.sd.gov/atg/dui247/AnalysisSD24.pdf
http://apps.sd.gov/atg/dui247/index.htm


Your selected document

 For related Findings entries on 24/7 Sobriety and similar testing-based 
programmes see: 
 A new paradigm for long-term recovery 
 Setting the standard for recovery: physicians' health programs 
 Managing drug involved probationers with swift and certain sanctions: evaluating 

Hawaii's HOPE 
 Is 24/7 Sobriety a good goal for repeat driving under the influence (DUI) offenders? 
 South Dakota 24/7 Sobriety Program evaluation findings report 
 The 24/7 Sobriety Project 

Last revised 12 March 2011

 Comment on this entry•  Give us your feedback on the site (one-minute survey)

Top 10 most closely related documents on this site. For more try a subject or 
free text search

A new paradigm for long-term recovery ABSTRACT 2011

South Dakota 24/7 Sobriety program evaluation findings report ABSTRACT 2010

Is 24/7 Sobriety a good goal for repeat driving under the influence (DUI) offenders? ABSTRACT 2010

The 24/7 Sobriety Project ABSTRACT 2009

Managing drug involved probationers with swift and certain sanctions: evaluating Hawaii's HOPE ABSTRACT 2009

Motivational arm twisting: contradiction in terms? THEMATIC REVIEW 2006

Drug Strategy 2010. Reducing Demand, Restricting Supply, Building Recovery: Supporting People to Live a 

Drug Free Life ABSTRACT 2010

Setting the standard for recovery: physicians' health programs ABSTRACT 2009

Evidence-based practice? The National Probation Service's work with alcohol-misusing offenders STUDY 2009

Refocusing drug-related law enforcement to address harms REVIEW 2009

http://findings.org.uk/count/downloads/download.php?file=Mountain_Plains_Evaluation_1.cab (2 of 2) [15/03/11 11:24:03]

https://findings.org.uk/count/downloads/download.php?file=DuPont_RL_2.cab
https://findings.org.uk/count/downloads/download.php?file=DuPont_RL_3.cab
https://findings.org.uk/count/downloads/download.php?file=Hawken_A_1.cab
https://findings.org.uk/count/downloads/download.php?file=Hawken_A_1.cab
https://findings.org.uk/count/downloads/download.php?file=Caulkins_JP_12.cab
https://findings.org.uk/count/downloads/download.php?file=Loudenburg_R_1.cab
https://findings.org.uk/count/downloads/download.php?file=Long_L_1.cab
mailto:editor@findings.org.uk?Subject=Findings%20entry:%20Analysis%20of%20South%20Dakota%2024-7%20Sobriety%20program%20data
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/C2PX7D5
https://findings.org.uk/topic_search.htm
https://findings.org.uk/free_search.htm
https://findings.org.uk/count/downloads/download.php?file=DuPont_RL_2.cab
https://findings.org.uk/count/downloads/download.php?file=Loudenburg_R_1.cab
https://findings.org.uk/count/downloads/download.php?file=Caulkins_JP_12.cab
https://findings.org.uk/count/downloads/download.php?file=Long_L_1.cab
https://findings.org.uk/count/downloads/download.php?file=Hawken_A_1.cab
https://findings.org.uk/count/downloads/download.php?file=Ashton_M_34.pdf
https://findings.org.uk/count/downloads/download.php?file=HM_Government_3.cab
https://findings.org.uk/count/downloads/download.php?file=HM_Government_3.cab
https://findings.org.uk/count/downloads/download.php?file=DuPont_RL_3.cab
https://findings.org.uk/count/downloads/download.php?file=McSweeney_T_8.txt
https://findings.org.uk/count/downloads/download.php?file=UKDPC_3.txt

	findings.org.uk
	Your selected document


